Duplex scanning and the vascular surgeon.
Until the development of ultrasonic duplex scanning, the only diagnostic test that was able to study vascular disease wherever it occurred was angiography. Duplex scanning found its initial place for the evaluation of the carotid bifurcation. With improvements in technology, a range of transmitting frequencies, better transducers, and computer assisted algorithms, the application of this method has been greatly extended. We now have the capability of evaluating every major vascular bed of interest to the vascular surgeon. For the first time, we can now both screen and follow patients without resorting to angiography.